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The Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost
Sunaday, Novermber 8, 2020 — 8:00 a.m.

PRELUDE DR. HERB GEISLER, ORGANIST

WELCOME

Please stand.

OPENING HYMN
“Christ Is Our Cornerstone”
Christ is our cornerstone, On Him alone we build;
With His true saints alone The courts of heav’n are filled.
On His great love Our hopes we place
Of present grace And joys above.

Here may we gain from heav’'n The grace which we implore,
And may that grace, once giv'n, Be with us evermore
Until that day When all the blest
To endless rest Are called away.

Oh, then, with hymns of praise These hallowed courts shall ring;
Our voices we will raise The Three in One to sing
And thus proclaim In joyful song,
Both loud and long, That glorious name.
Text: Latin, c. 8" cent.; tr. John Chandler, 1806-76, alt.

Tune: John Darwall, 1731-89; setting: 7he Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text & Music: Public Domain
LSB 912 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

INVOCATION
Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

All: Amen.

Worshippers are invited to kneel for the Confession and Absolution.
Those who desire not to kneel may sit or stand.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.

All: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins
and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. Most merciful God,



All:

Pastor:

All:

we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned against
You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have
left undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved
our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal
punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake
God forgives us all our sins.  To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives power
to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the
Lord, Who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our
Lord Jesus Christ.

Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE

“O Bless the Lord, My Soul”
O bless the Lord, my soull Let all within me join
And aid my tongue to bless His name Whose favors are divine.

O bless the Lord, my soul, Nor let His mercies lie
Forgotten in unthankfulness And without praises die!

"Tis He forgives thy sins; 'Tis He relieves thy pain;
"Tis He that heals thy sicknesses And makes thee young again.

He crowns thy life with love When ransomed from the grave;
He that redeemed my soul from hell Hath sov’reign pow’r to save.
Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748

Tune: Aaron Wiliams, 1731-76; setting: 7he Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 Text & Music: Public Domain
LSB 814 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

SALUTATION AND COLLECT

Pastor: The Lord be with you.

All: And also with you.

Pastor: Let us pray. Lord God, heavenly Father, send forth Your Son to lead home His
Bride, the Church, that with all the company of the redeemed we may finally enter
into His eternal wedding feast; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

All: Amen.



THE OLD TESTAMENT READING AMOs 5:18-24
'®*Woe to you who desire the day of the LorD! Why would you have the day of the LORD?
It is darkness, and not light, *as if a man fled from a lion, and a bear met him, or went into
the house and leaned his hand against the wall, and a serpent bit him. #Is not the day of
the LORD darkness, and not light, and gloom with no brightness in it? 2'“l hate, | despise
your feasts, and | take no delight in your solemn assemblies. * Even though you offer me
your burnt offerings and grain offerings, | will not accept them; and the peace offerings of
your fattened animals, | will not look upon them. 2 Take away from me the noise of your
songs; to the melody of your harps | will not listen. 2*But let justice roll down like waters,
and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.
All: Thanks be to God.

THE EPISTLE READING 1 THESSALONIANS 4:13-18
¥But we do not want you to be uninformed, brothers, about those who are asleep, that you
may not grieve as others do who have no hope. ' For since we believe that Jesus died and
rose again, even so, through Jesus, God will bring with him those who have fallen asleep.
' For this we declare to you by a word from the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left
until the coming of the Lord, will not precede those who have fallen asleep. '®For the Lord
himself will descend from heaven with a cry of command, with the voice of an archangel,
and with the sound of the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. ' Then we
who are alive, who are left, will be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the
Lord in the air, and so we will always be with the Lord. '® Therefore encourage one another
with these words.

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord.

All: Thanks be to God.
Please stand for the Holy Gospel.
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You have the words of e - ter-nal life. Al-le-lu - ia.
THE HOoLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 25:1-13

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, chapter twenty-five.

C] Glo - ry to you, 0 Lord.



THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL

'“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like ten virgins who took their lamps and went to meet
the bridegroom. 2Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. °For when the foolish took
their lamps, they took no oil with them, “but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. °As
the bridegroom was delayed, they all became drowsy and slept. °But at midnight there was
a cry, ‘Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.” " Then all those virgins rose and
trimmed their lamps. °®And the foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us some of your oil, for our
lamps are going out.” But the wise answered, saying, ‘Since there will not be enough for
us and for you, go rather to the dealers and buy for yourselves.” '° And while they were
going to buy, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went in with him to the
marriage feast, and the door was shut. '' Afterward the other virgins came also, saying,
‘Lord, lord, open to us.” '?But he answered, ‘Truly, | say to you, | do not know you.” ™
Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour.

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord!
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(C| Praise to you, 0 Christ.

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON HYMN
“Wake, Awake, for Night Is Flying”
“Wake, awake, for night is flying,” The watchmen on the heights are crying;
“Awake, Jerusalem, arise!” Midnight hears the welcome voices
And at the thrilling cry rejoices: “Oh, where are ye, ye virgins wise?
The Bridegroom comes, awake! Your lamps with gladness take! Alleluia!
With bridal care Yourselves prepare To meet the Bridegroom, who is near.”

Zion hears the watchmen singing, And all her heart with joy is springing;
She wakes, she rises from her gloom. For her Lord comes down all-glorious,
The strong in grace, in truth victorious; Her star is ris’n, her light is come.
Now come, Thou Blessed One, Lord Jesus, God’s own Son, Haill Hosannal!
We enter all The wedding hall To eat the Supper at Thy call.

Now let all the heav’ns adore Thee, Let saints and angels sing before Thee
With harp and cymbals’ clearest tone. Of one pearl each shining portal,
Where, joining with the choir immortal, We gather round Thy radiant throne.
No eye has seen the light, No ear has heard the might Of Thy glory;
Therefore will we Eternally Sing hymns of praise and joy to Thee!

Text: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Tune: Philipp Nicolai, 1556-1608; setting: Weirttembergisches Neues Choralbuch, 1956
Text & Tune: Public Domain Setting: © 1956 Béarenreiter
LSB 548 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189



THE SERMON Rev. DoMINIC RIVKIN

“Hope in Action”
Matthew 25:1-13

APOSTLES CREED

| believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of
the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried. He
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the dead. He ascended into
heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. From thence He will
come to judge the living and the dead.

| believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the forgiveness
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

MusicAL OFFERING
OFFERING
At this time, you may give your offering electronically.
www.abidingsavior.comychurch/qive
or Text: 844-374-6845
You may also place your offering in the gray baskets in the Narthex.

A TRIBUTE TO OUR VETERANS

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according
to their needs.

After each petition the prayer concludes:

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy,

All: hear our prayer.

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting
in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. We pray together:

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be
done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our
trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into
temptation; But deliver us from evil. For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the
Glory for ever and ever. Amen.

THE BENEDICTION

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be
gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and 1 give you peace.

All; Amen!



CLOSING HYMN “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”
Go, My children, with My blessing, Never alone.
Waking, sleeping, | am with you; You are My own.
In My love’s baptismal river, | have made you Mine forever.
Go, My children, with My blessing— You are My own.

Go, My Children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.
Here you learned how much | love you, What | can cure.
Here you heard My dear Son’s story; Here you touched Him, saw His glory.
Go, My children, sins forgiven, At peace and pure.

Go, My children, fed and nourished, Closer to Me;
Grow in love and love by serving, Joyful and free.
Here My Spirit’s power filled you; Here His tender comfort stilled you.
Go, My children, fed and nourished, Joyful and free.

| the Lord will bless and keep you And give you peace;
| the Lord will smile upon you And give you peace:
| the Lord will be your Father, Savior, Comforter, and Brother.
Go, My children; | will keep you And give you peace.

Text: Jaroslav J. Vajda, b. 1919 Tune: Welsh, 18" cent.; setting: Ralph Vaughan Wiliams, 1872-1958
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House Music: Public Domain
LSB 922 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189
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We /D/‘ay For Thic Week

Don & Erika Wichmann, Cliff Williamson & Family, Margaret Winn,

Blake Witte, Glenn & Maureen Witte,
Taylor Brown, Jeff Conrad, Anthony Donatelli, Rick Sanders, Peter Santos
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Prayers for strength and healing, guidance and blessing for:

Brian Adams Patricia Howard Maggie Winn
Terri Green Jeanne Kelly
Alexander Hernandez Jan Morton

We pray for those who are recovering:
Rocky Hewitt Brad Morton



