
Order of Worship 
The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 

Sunday, July 12, 2026 – 8:00 a.m. 
 

 

PRELUDE HERB GEISLER, ORGANIST 

 

 

WELCOME 

 
Please stand. 

 

OPENING HYMN  

“Hark, the Voice of Jesus Calling” 
Hark, the voice of Jesus calling,  “Who will go and work today? 

Fields are white and harvests waiting—  Who will bear the sheaves away?” 

Loud and long the Master calleth;  Rich reward He offers thee. 

Who will answer, gladly saying,  “Here am I, send me, send me”? 

 

Some take up His task in morning,  To their Lord responding soon; 

Some are called in heat of midday,  Others late in afternoon; 

Even as the sun is setting,  Some are sent into the fields, 

There to gather in the bounty  That God’s Word so richly yields. 

 

For as rain and snow from heaven  Water seeds in dusty soil, 

Causing them to bud and flower,  Giving bread to those who toil; 

So the Lord sends forth His promise,  Words of life and joy and peace— 

Never void to Him returning,  Bearing fruit with great increase. 

 

Hearken to the Lord whose coming  Marks the time when grace shall end, 

When with His angelic reapers  He in glory shall descend. 

Soon the night, the final harvest;  Soon the time for work shall cease. 

Then the souls His grace has garnered  Shall enjoy His Sabbath peace. 
 

Text:  Daniel March, 1816-1909, st. 1, alt.; Stephen P. Starke, b. 1955, sts. 2-4 

Tune:  Joseph Barnby, 1838-96; setting:  The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941 

Text (st. 1) & Music:  Public Domain  Text (sts. 2-4): © 2001 Stephen P. Starke; admin. Concordia Publishing House 
LSB 827  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

All: Amen. 

 

 



CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 

Pastor: If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

All: But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and 

cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

Pastor: Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

All: Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean.  We 

have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done 

and by what we have left undone.   We have not loved You with our whole heart; 

we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves.   We justly deserve Your present 

and eternal punishment.   For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy 

on us.   Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will 

and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name.   Amen. 

 

Pastor: In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake 

God forgives us all our sins.   To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives power 

to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit.   May the 

Lord, Who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

HYMN OF PRAISE  
“For the Fruits of His Creation” 

For the fruits of His creation,  Thanks be to God. 

For His gifts to ev’ry nation,  Thanks be to God. 

For the plowing, sowing, reaping,  Silent growth while we are sleeping, 

Future needs in earth’s safekeeping,  Thanks be to God. 

 

In the just reward of labor,  God’s will is done. 

In the help we give our neighbor,  God’s will is done. 

In our worldwide task of caring  For the hungry and despairing, 

In the harvests we are sharing,  God’s will is done. 

 

For the harvests of the Spirit,  Thanks be to God. 

For the good we all inherit,  Thanks be to God. 

For the wonders that astound us,  For the truths that still confound us, 

Most of all, that love has found us,  Thanks be to God. 
 

Text:  Fred Pratt Green, 1903-2000 

Tune:  Welsh, 18th cent.; setting:  Ralph Vaughan Williams, 1872-1958 

Text:  © 1970 Hope Publishing Co.  CCLI #520682  Music:  Public Domain 
LSB 894  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Pastor: The Lord be with you. 

People: And also with you. 



Pastor: Let us pray.  Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written 

for our learning, grant that we may so hear them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly 

digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of 

everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

THE OLD TESTAMENT READING ISAIAH 55:10-13 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water 

the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 
11 so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 

shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.  12 

“For you shall go out in joy and be led forth in peace; the mountains and the hills before you 

shall break forth into singing, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands.  13 Instead of 

the thorn shall come up the cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it 

shall make a name for the LORD, an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off.” 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

THE EPISTLE READING ROMANS 8:12-17 
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh.  13 For if 

you live according to the flesh you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to death the deeds of 

the body, you will live.  14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God are sons of God.  15 For you 

did not receive the spirit of slavery to fall back into fear, but you have received the Spirit of 

adoption as sons, by whom we cry, “Abba! Father!”  16 The Spirit himself bears witness with 

our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and fellow 

heirs with Christ, provided we suffer with him in order that we may also be glorified with him. 

 

Lector: This is the Word of the Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

 
Please stand for the Holy Gospel. 

 

 

 
 



THE HOLY GOSPEL MATTHEW 13:1-9, 10-23 

Pastor: The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew the thirteenth chapter. 

 

 

 

 
 

  

THE READING OF THE HOLY GOSPEL  
1 That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea.  2 And great crowds 

gathered about him, so that he got into a boat and sat down.  And the whole crowd stood 

on the beach.  3 And he told them many things in parables, saying:  “A sower went out to 

sow.  4 And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and devoured 

them.  5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil, and 

immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun rose they 

were scorched.  And since they had no root, they withered away.  7 Other seeds fell among 

thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them.  8 Other seeds fell on good soil and 

produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.  9 He who has ears, let him 

hear.” 

 
18 “Hear then the parable of the sower:  19 When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and 

does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what has been sown in his 

heart.  This is what was sown along the path.  20 As for what was sown on rocky ground, 

this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root 

in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or persecution arises on account of 

the word, immediately he falls away.  22 As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one 

who hears the word, but the cares of the world and the deceitfulness of riches choke the 

word, and it proves unfruitful.  23 As for what was sown on good soil, this is the one who 

hears the word and understands it.  He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a 

hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord! 

 
 

 

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



SERMON HYMN 

“Almighty God, Your Word Is Cast” 
Almighty God, Your Word is cast  Like seed into the ground; 

Now let the dew of heav’n descend  And righteous fruits abound. 

 

Let not the sly satanic foe  This holy seed remove, 

But give it root in ev’ry heart  To bring forth fruits of love. 

 

Let not the world’s deceitful cares  The rising plant destroy, 

But let it yield a hundredfold  The fruits of peace and joy. 

 

So when the precious seed is sown,  Life-giving grace bestow 

That all whose souls the truth receive  Its saving pow’r may know. 
 

Text:  John Cawood, 1775-1852, alt. 

Tune:  The Whole Booke of Psalmes, London, 1562; setting:  Richard Redhead, 1820-1901  Text & Music:  Public Domain 

LSB 577  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 
 

  

THE SERMON  REV. A. J. ESPINOSA 

 
 

 

APOSTLES CREED 

I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth.   

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of 

the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died and was buried.  He 

descended into hell.  The third day He rose again from the dead.  He ascended into 

heaven and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.  From thence He will 

come to judge the living and the dead.    

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the Communion of Saints, the 

forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

 

OFFERING  

At this time, you may give your offering electronically. 
Use the e-Giving Card in the pew or visit 

www.abidingsavior.com/church/give 
You may also place your offering in the offering plate as it passes. 

 

MUSICAL OFFERING   

 

 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH 

Pastor: Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people according 

to their needs. 

 



After each petition the prayer concludes: 
 

Pastor: Lord, in Your mercy, 

All: hear our prayer. 

 

Pastor: Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom we pray, trusting 

in Your mercy through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

All: Amen. 

 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come; Thy will be 

done on earth as it is in heaven; Give us this day our daily bread; And forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; And lead us not into 

temptation; But deliver us from evil.  For Thine is the Kingdom and the Power and the 

Glory for ever and ever.  Amen. 

 

 

THE BENEDICTION 

Pastor: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you and be 

gracious unto you. The Lord look upon you with favor and † give you peace. 

All: Amen. 

 

 

CLOSING HYMN  

“Eternal Father, Strong to Save” 
Eternal Father, strong to save,  Whose arm hath bound the restless wave, 

Who bidd’st the mighty ocean deep  Its own appointed limits keep: 

O hear us when we cry to Thee  For those in peril on the sea. 

 

O Christ, the Lord of hill and plain,  O’er which our traffic runs amain 

By mountain pass or valley low;  Wherever, Lord, Thy people go, 

Protect them by Thy guarding hand  From ev’ry peril on the land. 

 

O Spirit, whom the Father sent  To spread abroad the firmament; 

O Wind of heaven, by Thy might  Save all who dare the eagle’s flight, 

And keep them by Thy watchful care  From ev’ry peril in the air. 

 

O Trinity of love and pow’r,  Our people shield in danger’s hour; 

From rock and tempest, fire and foe,  Protect them where so e’er they go; 

Thus evermore shall rise to Thee  Glad praise from air and land and sea. 
 

Text:  William Whiting, 1825-78, sts. 1, *2, *3, 4, alt; Robert N. Spencer, 1877-1961, sts. 2-3, alt. 

Music:  John B. Dykes, 1823-76  Text (sts. 2-3):  © The Church Pension Fund  
LSB 717  Used by Permission.  LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189 

 

~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ 
 



Flower Arrangements 
The flower arrangements which grace our altar this weekend are dedicated to the glory of 

the Lord in celebration of Evangeline Guebert’s birthday.  Also, flowers are placed on our 

altar to the glory of our Lord by Maureen and Blake Witte in loving memory of Glenn Witte.  

 

Keep in Your Prayers 
Prayers for strength and healing, guidance and blessing for: 

Brian Adams 

Terri Green 

 

Alexander Hernandez 

Jeanne Kelly 

Brad Morton 

 


