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EXPANDING THE
HOUSEHOLD OF GOD
We have a family friend—I’ll call
her Beth. She lives in our
neighborhood, is a single woman,
has a demanding profession, and a
dog named Lucy. Lucy the dog is
significant because she has become
a bridge between our households.
Since Beth’s job keeps her away
from home for long stretches of
time, my children have volunteered
to be Lucy’s regular pet sitters. The
dog has become a member of our
extended household, and with her,
Beth, too.
Last fall, my wife Amy and I
were driving home from an event. I
asked her, “Whose name did you
write down?” “Beth,” she said. “Me
too,” I replied. The event was an
outreach workshop hosted by
Lutheran Hour Ministries. The
presenter challenged us to write the
name of one person. He asked us,
“Who is someone you see regularly,
with whom you’re already having
face-to-face conversations, but
doesn’t have a relationship with
Jesus?”
Our friend Beth was raised in
the church but doesn’t presently
gather with the church to share Life
in Jesus. She knows of Jesus, but
isn’t seeking to know Him, to follow
Him, entrusting her entire life to
Him. Why should this bother us?
Beth is overly generous in paying
our kids to play with her dog. She
bakes us treats to show her
gratitude. You couldn’t ask for a
better neighbor. Why should we be
concerned about how she relates to
a Jewish man born twenty centuries
ago? Because we are convinced that
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He is the Way, the Truth, and the
Life. He is not just a ticket to get a
happy after-life. To know Him—
trusting and following Him—that’s
True Life, starting now. Everything
else is a hellish half-life terminating
in death. Without Jesus, that death
will be eternal hell. To seek Life
without Jesus would be like wanting
a marriage without a spouse, an
adoption without a child, a
household without people in it. Yes,
it matters to us how Beth relates to
Jesus. We care about her. What
could be more important for her
well-being?
The person presenting at that
LHM outreach workshop wasn’t
trying to get us to “sell” Jesus. He
wasn’t sending us to push Jesus as
an insurance policy—buy it and
forget it, the “cost” being only a
restatement of fact: “He died to
save me from my sins.” We aren’t
on a Jesus-marketing campaign. We
are sent to expand the household of
God.
LHM’s Households of Faith
resources have challenged me to
think more holistically about my
personal outreach efforts. God is
using me, not simply as an
individual, but as a member of a
household located in a
neighborhood. Within our
household, I am responsible for
helping my family see Jesus
everywhere. And that He’s for
everyone. We do this by devoting
time to tell Bible stories, sing
hymns, and pray. We do this by
having spiritual conversations about
the joys and pains of life. We do
this, practicing hospitality—inviting
others to become members of our
extended household.

Shortly after our conversation
in the car, Amy and I were chatting
with Beth in our living room, like we
often do. Beth brought over cookies
to thank us for taking care of Lucy.
It was nearly bedtime for the kids,
so Amy invited Beth to join our
nightly devotions. Beth stayed. And
I think she even remembered most
of the words to the Lord’s Prayer.
Rev. Dr. Michael
Zeigler, Speaker of
The Lutheran Hour

A Volunteer’s Prayer
I thank thee, Lord, as a volunteer:
For the chance to serve again this year;
To give of myself in some small way
To those not blessed as I each day.
My thanks for health of mind and soul
To aid me ever toward my goal;
For eyes to see the good in all,
A hand to extend before a fall.
For legs to go where the need is great
Learning to love – forgetting to hate;
For ears to hear and heart to care
When someone’s cross is hard to bear.
A smile to show my affection true,
With energy plenty the task to do;
And all I ask, dear Lord, if I may,
Is to serve you better, day by day.
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LUTHERAN BRAILLE
WORKERS
By Jim Ryan
On August 21,1980, a group of
40 members of Abiding Savior,
under the leadership of Doris
Schmidt, began a small ministry in
the Narthex of the old Sanctuary.
This ministry was to work under the
guidance of The Lutheran Braille
Workers, Inc. based in Yucaipa, CA
to produce braille Bibles and other
devotional materials for the blind.
Officially they became Lutheran
Braille Workers Work Center #135.
For the next 34 years, they met
several times a week for three to
four hours at a time, feeding the
press, perforating the pages,
binding the books and packaging
them to send around the world. In
those 34 years, thousands of
dedicated hours produced
thousands of braille Bibles and
other devotional materials to help
folks to “see” the word of God.
In February 2014, Lutheran
Braille Workers, Inc. was closing our
work center and asked if we would
be interested in keeping the center
opened by changing over to a large
print ministry. This was a no brainer
and we then became Large Print
Work Center #135. We purchased a
printer capable of large print and
heavy output. Since then, we have
been producing large print NIV
Bibles to be shipped to numerous
countries around the world. Also,
we produce 284 copies of a monthly
devotional called “Todays Light”
that is shipped throughout the U.S.
In February of 2019, we
embarked on yet another ministry.
Producing large print Bibles for
those in prison and other
correctional type institutions. We
added to our trusty printer a special
machine capable of binding these
Bibles with a cloth binding using a
high heat process.
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Since beginning this new
ministry in our Work Center, the
need for Prison Bibles has grown
significantly. Our friends in Yucaipa
tell us that almost every time a
Bible is sent to a prisoner, there are
at least two or three requests are
received from other prisoners in the
same facility requesting a Bible as
well. There is a great need for these
Prison Bibles especially since there
is a lack of eyeglasses available for
those confined. One Chaplain
shared that when these Bibles
made it into the library, the number
of incidents among the prisoners
dropped significantly.
Since taking on this additional
ministry, the workload on our
printer has become extensive. Over
three million two hundred thousand
pages have been printed and there
is a concern for its life expectancy.
We are currently in the process of
doing research for a replacement
and the costs involved. If you have a
heart for this ministry, your support
would be greatly appreciated. If you
provide support, please indicate
your donation is to support Abiding
Savior Large Print Work Center
#135.

ANGEL TREE
By Lori Beniche
A big thank you
to everyone
that
participated in
our Angel Tree
this Christmas.
We were able
to help so many
individuals and
families all because of YOU! Thank
you for making Christmas brighter
for everyone.
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The church office will be closed
December 24 through January 3.
The office reopens January 4, 2021 at 8:00 a.m.

If you have a pastoral emergency when the church office
is not open, you can call 661.505.8152 to be connected to
the pastor’s emergency line.
In particular, we ask you to notify the church office if
you or anyone in your family is hospitalized.

Mite Boxes are used to further God’s kingdom through
the mission grants. Its name comes from the lesson of the
widow’s mite.
Mite Boxes are available from the church office. Place
your Mite Box in an obvious place so you can “feed” it.
Return your filled Mite Box to the church office and
exchange it for an empty box and start filling again!
As we continue to support Mite Box projects, may God
bless our efforts to spread the good news.
Portals of Prayer is great for personal
devotions and can be used to open
church meetings or Bible studies.
Published quarterly, authors change each
month.
The January, February, March 2021
edition of Portals of Prayer has arrived.
Pick up your copy from the church office
during office hours during the week.
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The celebratory evening was
topped off with a wonderful meal.
The plan is to continue doing
this on a weekly basis once
restrictions from COVID-19 are
over. To God be the Glory!
Abiding Savior’s Food Pantry is
in need of the following items:
Canned Tuna, Canned Chicken,
Spam, Peanut Butter, Jelly,
Boxed Macaroni & Cheese,
Spaghetti Sauce, Pasta, Rice, Dried
Beans, Ramen, Canned Fruit,
Canned Vegetables, Pancake Mix
(only add water).
There is a bin in the Narthex
where you can put your donation as
you come to church. You may also
drop off your donation to the
church office during the week.
Thank you for helping those in
need in our community. If you have
questions, please contact Jennifer
Kranawetter or Laura Lyons at
949.830.1460.

ROCK OF AGING

Rock of Aging will meet on Tuesday,
January 12 at 6:00 p.m. on Zoom.
Please contact the church office if
you are interested in serving in this
ministry. This small group is
dedicated to visiting the elderly
shut-ins that are not able to make it
to church on a regular basis. We let
those that have served the church
for many years (but cannot
participate the way they once did)
know that they are still a part of our
church family and they are loved.
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Scholarships from the Ladies
Guild Scholarship Fund for the
school year 2021-2022 will be
available for member students
studying for church related careers
at LCMS colleges or Universities.
Applications can be picked up in the
church office. If you have any
questions, please contact Jeanne
Grovom at jgrovom@cox.net.
Application for the scholarship
deadline is March 7, 2021.

BRINGING CHRIST TO
THE NATIONS
By Lou Marting
Kurt and Sue Fuqua say that a
Southern California Lutheran
Laymen’s League/Lutheran Hour
Ministries Conference, which
included a presentation by Pastor
Nader Hanna, changed their lives.
The conference inspired them
to ask what they could do to help
In November 2020 they
gathered with Pastor Nader at Holy
Cross Lutheran Church, Cypress, CA,
and included over 20 individuals –
new Christians, those becoming
Christians and longtime Christians.
Represented were individuals from
Iraq, Egypt, Somalia, Kenya, Turkey,
and Algeria. Pastor Nader Hanna,
from Egypt, led the study, which
taught the group about the
thankfulness of one healed leper,
who had a faith that made him well.
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While Christmas brought us
face-to-face with Jesus as fully
human—a baby son born to Mary
and laid in a manger—the Sundays
in Epiphany (Greek: to reveal) leave
little doubt that we are looking at
Jesus who is fully divine—the Son of
God. If Christmas celebrates the fact
that the Father gave his onlybegotten Son to the world, then
Epiphany is the unwrapping of this
gift. Today we have been called to
see Jesus as the Light of the World
and as true God. The themes of
light and revelation to the nations
are dominant during the season of
Epiphany.
The Festival of Epiphany is
always on January 6th, even if that
isn’t a Sunday. It is the secondoldest festival of the Christian
church (only Easter is an older
observance).
On the first Sunday after the
Epiphany, we always observe the
Baptism of our Lord, and on the last
Sunday of the season—before Ash
Wednesday—we always read about
Jesus’ Transfiguration. These two
occasions bracket the season of
Epiphany because they most clearly
reveal who Jesus is: the divine Son
of God.
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PRESCHOOL

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

Mary Wolfinbarger
Preschool Director

Donna Lucas,
School Principal

Happy New Year and Blessed
Epiphany!
This month we have the
opportunity to celebrate our
Lutheran School where each year
we are able to teach His love and
forgiveness and share His light with
the children and their families.
National Lutheran Schools
Week provides our network of
nearly 2,300 LCMS preschools,
elementary schools, and high
schools with the public opportunity
to proclaim and celebrate God’s
work among us in Lutheran schools.
We thank God for the opportunity
to provide excellent academic
preparation for the children we
serve. We are most grateful for the
opportunity to share Jesus’ amazing
love with children and their families.
National Lutheran Schools Week
gives us an opportunity to proclaim
these great blessings within the
communities we serve. Our schools
are amazing incubators for faithful
witness of God’s love for us through
Christ by teachers and students
alike.
If you know of anyone who
would benefit from our Christcentered developmentally
appropriate program, please have
them contact our Admissions
Director, Yesi Naber, for more
information on the center or to
schedule an appointment for a tour,
at 949.830.1460 x 2113 or
ynaber@abidingsavior.com. You can
also visit our website at
www.abidingsavior.com.

Students Let Their Lights Shine

Upcoming January dates include:
18 MLK Day – NO School or Extended
Care
25-29 National Lutheran Schools
Week
28 School Information Evening Online
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Even amidst the pandemic our
students let their lights shine this
Christmas. Our students led Advent
Services and the last Christmas
Chapel, they shared the Christmas
story through word and song.

They demonstrated hearts of
service by collecting over 510 boxes
for Operation Christmas Child. We
collected 230 toys for Spark of Love.
We raised over $500 for Angel Tree
through our chapel offerings.

KEEP YOUR FORK: THE
BEST IS YET TO COME
By Michael Josephson
As the American journalist
Sydney Harris put it, “A cynic is not
merely one who reads bitter lessons
from the past; he is one who is
prematurely disappointed in the
future.” Thus, told that there will be
a light at the end of the tunnel, the
pessimist agrees, but assumes it will
be coming from an onrushing train.
I run into plenty of pessimists and
they are rarely happy.
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I think Samuel Johnson had it
right when he observed that hope is
itself a species of happiness. So, if
we to be happy it only makes sense
to discipline ourselves to choose
our attitudes, to think positively and
to be hopeful.
There’s a story about a woman
I’ve named Tilly, who lived into her
nineties as a positive thinker. When
she died, her family found explicit
instructions for her funeral. She was
to be dressed in her finest dinner
clothing with a fork in her right
hand. When anyone asked about
the fork, which most did, the pastor
was instructed to hand them an
envelope containing the following
note from Tilly:
“I’m glad you asked about the
fork. I’ve attended hundreds of
dinners. I noted that just when the
dishes and flatware for the main
course were being cleared,
someone would always say, ‘Keep
your fork.’ I loved that part because
I knew that I needed my fork
because of dessert, the best part of
dinner, was coming. So, the fork in
my hand is to remind you that I
know and want you to believe: the
best is yet to come.”

Scrip is a gift certificate
program that provides a variety of
gift cards for families to purchase.
The gift certificates are purchased
by the Abiding Savior scrip program
at a discount and sold to
participants at face value. The
difference is profit. This profit is
split (50/50) between the preschool
and the family purchasing the scrip.
We use these funds for nonbudgeted items, and families will
receive a tuition credit for the
following school year.
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