Order of Worship
Good Friday
Friday, April 2, 2021 – 6:00 p.m.

THE ORDER OF TENEBRAE
A S ERVICE OF DARKNESS
IN WORD, P RAYER, AND S ONG
PRELUDE

DR. HERB GEISLER, ORGANIST

MUSICAL O FFERING
O FFERING

At this time, you may give your offering electronically.
www.abidingsavior.com/church/give
or Text: 844-374-6845

You may also mail your offering to:
Abiding Savior Lutheran Church
23262 El Toro Rd.
Lake Forest, CA 92630
INVOCATION
Pastor: In the Name of the Father and of the † Son and of the Holy Spirit.
All:
Amen!
P RAYER
Pastor: Father, as we gather together to ponder the death of Your Son, Jesus Christ, we
ask that You would be present with us. Father, hear our confessions as we kneel
before You. Be attentive to our cries for mercy, O Lord. We ask that our words of
prayer and obedience be acceptable to You in the name of Jesus Christ to whom
we cling for forgiveness.
All:
Amen.

THE SERVICE OF DARKNESS
“THE N IGHT OF DARKNESS”
THE BETRAYAL
26:45--56
MATTHEW 26:45
Then he came to the disciples and said to them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the
hour is at hand, and the Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. Rise, let us be
going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” While he was still speaking, Judas came, one of the
twelve, and with him a great crowd with swords and clubs, from the chief priests and the
elders of the people. Now the betrayer had given them a sign, saying, “The one I will kiss is
the man; seize him.” And he came up to Jesus at once and said, “Greetings, Rabbi!” And
he kissed him. Jesus said to him, “Friend, do what you came to do.” Then they came up
and laid hands on Jesus and seized him. And behold, one of those who were with Jesus
stretched out his hand and drew his sword and struck the servant of the high priest and cut
off his ear. Then Jesus said to him, “Put your sword back into its place. For all who take
the sword will perish by the sword. Do you think that I cannot appeal to my Father, and he
will at once send me more than twelve legions of angels? But how then should the
Scriptures be fulfilled, that it must be so?” At that hour Jesus said to the crowds, “Have you
come out as against a robber, with swords and clubs to capture me? Day after day I sat in
the temple teaching, and you did not seize me. But all this has taken place that the Scriptures
of the prophets might be fulfilled.” Then all the disciples left him and fled.

The First Light is extinguished.
WE CONFESS O UR BETRAYAL
Pastor: We remember the Word spoken to us from Scripture and realize that we have
betrayed our Lord into death. Let us then confess…
All:
Lord, Jesus Christ, we know that we have lived in ways which betray Your love
for us. We ask that You would forgive us and enable us to live a life that
reflects Your mercy.
Pastor: We are indeed traitors and it is important that we should recognize our betrayal as
sin. Know and believe that Jesus was first betrayed so that He might make the
dark journey to the cross and win forgiveness for our betrayal. Amen.

HYMN

S ARAH THOMPSON, VOCALIST

“Jesus, I Will Ponder Now”

Text: Sigismund von Birken, 1626-81; tr. August Crull, 1845-1923, alt.
Tune: Melchior Vulpius, c. 1570-1615; setting: Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978
LSB 440 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

THE MOCKERY
MATTHEW 26:5726:57- 68
Then those who had seized Jesus led him to Caiaphas the high priest, where the scribes
and the elders had gathered. And Peter was following him at a distance, as far as the
courtyard of the high priest, and going inside he sat with the guards to see the end. Now
the chief priests and the whole Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they
might put him to death, but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward.
At last two came forward and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy the temple of God,
and to rebuild it in three days.’” And the high priest stood up and said, “Have you no answer
to make? What is it that these men testify against you?” But Jesus remained silent. And
the high priest said to him, “I adjure you by the living God, tell us if you are the Christ, the
Son of God.” Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from now on you will see
the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

Then the high priest tore his robes and said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further
witnesses do we need? You have now heard his blasphemy. What is your judgment?”
They answered, “He deserves death.” Then they spit in his face and struck him. And some
slapped him, saying, “Prophesy to us, you Christ! Who is it that struck you?”
The Second Light is extinguished.
A PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All:
Heavenly Father, Your Word tells us how Your Son, Jesus was mocked and
mistreated by those who did not believe in Him, but should have known better.
We are often guilty of making a mockery of what Your Son has done for us.
We have lived as if Jesus’ life and death had little or no meaning in our lives.
Father, we ask that You would forgive us and help us to never lose focus of
the meaning of Jesus’ life and death. We pray, trusting in Your mercy through
Christ Jesus. Amen.
HYMN

“When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674-1748 Music: Lowell Mason, 1792-1872 Text & Music: Public Domain
LSB 425 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

THE DENIAL
MATTHEW 26:6926:69- 75
Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. And a servant girl came up to him and said,
“You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it before them all, saying, “I do not
know what you mean.” And when he went out to the entrance, another servant girl saw
him, and she said to the bystanders, “This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” And again he
denied it with an oath: “I do not know the man.” After a little while the bystanders came up
and said to Peter, “Certainly you too are one of them, for your accent betrays you.” Then
he began to invoke a curse on himself and to swear, “I do not know the man.” And
immediately the rooster crowed. And Peter remembered the saying of Jesus, “Before the
rooster crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept bitterly.

The Third Light is extinguished.
WE CONFESS O UR DENIAL
Pastor: Having heard the Word of God, let us confess that we have denied Jesus Christ…
All:
Lord Jesus, we have heard Your promises and felt Your presence in our lives.
We have felt Your healing touch. We have known the peace that knowing You
brings, yet before others we have often denied through our
our words and deeds
that we know You. We come seeking Your forgiveness for our denial of You.
Pastor: We have indeed denied our Lord Jesus Christ before others and we deserve to
have Him deny knowing us before the Father, but Jesus does not deny us. He
forgives us and pleads before the Father for our continued acceptance. Amen.
HYMN

“Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”

Text: Thomas Kelly, 1769-1855, alt. Text & Tune: Public Domain Setting: © 1982 Concordia Publishing House
Tune: Geistliche Volkslieder, Paderborn, 1850; setting: Paul G. Bunjes, 1914-98, alt.
LSB 451 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

“THE M ORNING OF DARKNESS”
BLOOD MONEY
27:1--10
MATTHEW 27:1
When morning came, all the chief priests and the elders of the people took counsel against
Jesus to put him to death. And they bound him and led him away and delivered him over
to Pilate the governor. Then when Judas, his betrayer, saw that Jesus was condemned, he
changed his mind and brought back the thirty pieces of silver to the chief priests and the
elders, saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” They said, “What is that to us?
See to it yourself.” And throwing down the pieces of silver into the temple, he departed, and
he went and hanged himself. But the chief priests, taking the pieces of silver, said, “It is not
lawful to put them into the treasury, since it is blood money.” So they took counsel and
bought with them the potter’s field as a burial place for strangers. Therefore that field has
been called the Field of Blood to this day. Then was fulfilled what had been spoken by the
prophet Jeremiah, saying, “And they took the thirty pieces of silver, the price of him on whom
a price had been set by some of the sons of Israel, and they gave them for the potter’s field,
as the Lord directed me.”
The Fourth Light is extinguished.
A PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Lord Jesus, You often spoke of those who made pious noises in public and
All:
were blinded by their own self righteousness. We must admit that at times we
get caught up in our own righteousness and some how believe that we have
done everything You require of us.
us. We neglect the truth for the lies we tell
ourselves about our own self worth. We become hypocrites like the priest who
paid for Your betrayal and then sought to separate themselves from its
consequences. Lord, forgive us for our hypocrisy and help us to realize that
our lives have meaning only because You have given them meaning. Amen.
HYMN

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”
Go to dark Gethsemane, All who feel the tempter’s pow’r;
Your Redeemer’s conflict see, Watch with Him one bitter hour;
Turn not from His griefs away; Learn from Jesus Christ to pray.
Follow to the judgment hall, View the Lord of life arraigned;
Oh, the wormwood and the gall! Oh, the pangs His soul sustained!
Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; Learn from Him to bear the cross.
Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; There, adoring at His feet,
Mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.
“It is finished!” hear Him cry; Learn from Jesus Christ to die.
Early hasten to the tomb Where they laid His breathless clay;
All is solitude and gloom. Who has taken Him away?
Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. Savior, teach us so to rise.
LSB 436 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

“ THE TRIAL AND HUMILIATION”
MATTHEW 27:1127:11- 32
Now Jesus stood before the governor, and the governor asked him, “Are you the King of
the Jews?” Jesus said, “You have said so.” But when he was accused by the chief priests
and elders, he gave no answer. Then Pilate said to him, “Do you not hear how many things
they testify against you?” But he gave him no answer, not even to a single charge, so that
the governor was greatly amazed. Now at the feast the governor was accustomed to
release for the crowd any one prisoner whom they wanted. And they had then a notorious
prisoner called Barabbas. So when they had gathered, Pilate said to them, “Whom do you
want me to release for you: Barabbas, or Jesus who is called Christ?” For he knew that it
was out of envy that they had delivered him up. Besides, while he was sitting on the
judgment seat, his wife sent word to him, “Have nothing to do with that righteous man, for I
have suffered much because of him today in a dream.” Now the chief priests and the elders
persuaded the crowd to ask for Barabbas and destroy Jesus. The governor again said to
them, “Which of the two do you want me to release for you?” And they said, “Barabbas.”
Pilate said to them, “Then what shall I do with Jesus who is called Christ?” They all said,
“Let him be crucified!” And he said, “Why, what evil has he done?” But they shouted all the
more, “Let him be crucified!” So when Pilate saw that he was gaining nothing, but rather
that a riot was beginning, he took water and washed his hands before the crowd, saying, “I
am innocent of this man’s blood; see to it yourselves.” And all the people answered, “His
blood be on us and on our children!” Then he released for them Barabbas, and having
scourged Jesus, delivered him to be crucified. Then the soldiers of the governor took Jesus
into the governor’s headquarters, and they gathered the whole battalion before him. And
they stripped him and put a scarlet robe on him, and twisting together a crown of thorns,
they put it on his head and put a reed in his right hand. And kneeling before him, they
mocked him, saying, “Hail, King of the Jews!” And they spit on him and took the reed and
struck him on the head. And when they had mocked him, they stripped him of the robe and
put his own clothes on him and led him away to crucify him. As they went out, they found
a man of Cyrene, Simon by name. They compelled this man to carry his cross.
WE PARTICIPATE IN THE TRIAL
Narrator:
Pilate Asked:
Pilate:
“Which of the two do you want me to release to you?”
People:
“Barabbas!”

MATTHEW 27:2127:21- 25

Pilate:
People:
Pilate:
People:

“What shall I do, then, with Jesus who is called Christ?”
“Crucify Him!”
“Why? What crime has he committed?”
“Crucify Him!”

Narrator:

When Pilate saw that he was getting nowhere, but that instead an uproar was
starting, he took water and washed his hands in front of the crowd. He said,
“I am innocent of this man’s blood. It is your responsibility!”
“Let His blood be on us and on our children!”

Pilate:
People:

The Fifth Light is extinguished.
Pastor:

All:

The day grows darker. We have re-enacted the scene before Pilate. The time
has not diminished our responsibility for Jesus’ death. We realize that we stand
guilty before the Lord for our part in the death of Jesus.
Lord, we have shouted, “Crucify Him!” with our sin. We ask that You would
forgive us for our part in Your death that we might once again
a gain be restored to
the heavenly Father. Amen.

HYMN

“My Song Is Love Unknown”

Text: Samuel Crossman, c. 1624-83
Tune: John N. Ireland, 1879-1962 Text: Public Domain Tune: © John Ireland Trust
LSB 430 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

“THE AFTERNOON OF DARKNESS”
“ THE CRUCIFIXION”
MATTHEW 27:3327:33- 56
And when they came to a place called Golgotha (which means Place of a Skull), they offered
him wine to drink, mixed with gall, but when he tasted it, he would not drink it. And when
they had crucified him, they divided his garments among them by casting lots. Then they
sat down and kept watch over him there. And over his head they put the charge against
him, which read, “This is Jesus, the King of the Jews.” Then two robbers were crucified
with him, one on the right and one on the left. And those who passed by derided him,
wagging their heads and saying, “You who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three
days, save yourself! If you are the Son of God, come down from the cross.” So also the
chief priests, with the scribes and elders, mocked him, saying, “He saved others; he cannot
save himself. He is the King of Israel; let him come down now from the cross, and we will
believe in him. He trusts in God; let God deliver him now, if he desires him. For he said, ‘I
am the Son of God.’” And the robbers who were crucified with him also reviled him in the
same way. Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour.
And about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema
sabachthani?” that is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the
bystanders, hearing it, said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and
took a sponge, filled it with sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But
the others said, “Wait, let us see whether Elijah will come to save him.” And Jesus cried out
again with a loud voice and yielded up his spirit.
And behold, the curtain of the temple was torn in two, from top to bottom. And the earth
shook, and the rocks were split. The tombs also were opened. And many bodies of the
saints who had fallen asleep were raised, and coming out of the tombs after his resurrection
they went into the holy city and appeared to many. When the centurion and those who were
with him, keeping watch over Jesus, saw the earthquake and what took place, they were
filled with awe and said, “Truly this was the Son of God!” There were also many women
there, looking on from a distance, who had followed Jesus from Galilee, ministering to him,
among whom were Mary Magdalene and Mary the mother of James and Joseph and the
mother of the sons of Zebedee.
The Sixth Light is extinguished.
THE MESSAGE

REV. GLENN A. LUCAS

“ THE BURIAL”
MATTHEW 27:5727:57- 66
When it was evening, there came a rich man from Arimathea, named Joseph, who also was
a disciple of Jesus. He went to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. Then Pilate ordered
it to be given to him. And Joseph took the body and wrapped it in a clean linen shroud and
laid it in his own new tomb, which he had cut in the rock. And he rolled a great stone to the
entrance of the tomb and went away.

Mary Magdalene and the other Mary were there, sitting opposite the tomb. Next day, that
is, after the day of Preparation, the chief priests and the Pharisees gathered before Pilate
and said, “Sir, we remember how that impostor said, while he was still alive, ‘After three
days I will rise.’
Therefore order the tomb to be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples go and
steal him away and tell the people, ‘He has risen from the dead,’ and the last fraud will be
worse than the first.” Pilate said to them, “You have a guard of soldiers. Go, make it as
secure as you can.” So they went and made the tomb secure by sealing the stone and
setting a guard.

SPIRITUAL

“Were
There””
“Were You There
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they crucified my Lord? Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they crucified my Lord?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb?
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? Oh . . .
Sometimes it causes me to tremble, tremble, tremble.
Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb?
Text: African American Spiritual, 19th cent., alt.
Tune: African American Spiritual, 19th cent., alt.; setting: C. Winfred Douglas, 1867-1944
Text & Music: Public Domain
LSB 456 Used by Permission. LSBHymnLicense.net #100012189

TOTAL DARKNESS
The Seventh Light is removed from the sanctuary and the church is left in darkness. This
symbolizes the darkness which descended upon the face of the earth. It also symbolizes the
rejection suffered by Christ because of the darkness of our sin.

THE CLOSING OF THE BOOK
The closing of the Book breaks the silence and reminds us of the burial of Jesus in the tomb.
The closing of the Book symbolizes that God’s plan for salvation has been completed as it is
revealed in the Word of God. The price of sin has been paid and God’s people have been
restored to him.

THE LIGHT RETURNS
The Light is returned to the sanctuary to remind us that Jesus the Lord of Light broke free of
the tomb and darkness and rose from the dead; therefore, we hope for the resurrection when
we shall at last be free of all darkness to stand in the light of God!
THE BLESSING
Pastor: Now, go in the knowledge that the Lord Jesus died on the cross for us. Through
Him we have forgiveness. The Lord bless you, His children, with the comfort of His
presence, now and always.
All:
Amen.

THE DARKNESS REMEMBERED
P OSTLUDE
OSTLUDE

Please depart the church in silence, remembering the darkness of the Darkest Day,
remembering the betrayal, the mockery, the denial, the blood money, the trial and
humiliation, the crucifixion and the burial.

